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Steps to becoming a private pilot

Ground/Flight 

Instruction

• Ground training 

learning all things 

aviation

• Flight training requires 

hours in the airplane 

with an instructor 

• Must complete solo 

flight, XC, landings, 

maneuvers, 

emergency ops.

Written Test 

(Computer)

• Must first receive 

training from a 

certified flight/ground 

instructor

• Score at least 80% or 

higher on 3 practice 

tests

• Receive an 

endorsement from a 

CFI to take the actual 

test 

Practical Test

• Meet with FAA 
Inspector or DPE 
(designated pilot 
examiner) for final 
evaluation

• Consists of a ground 
questionnaire and 
checkout flight with 
the examiner

• After passing, the 
examiner will issue a 
temp. cert.



First become a STUDENT PILOT

FAR 61.83

• Eligibility: 16 yrs

old,and can do 

English good

FAR 61.85

• Find someone to issue 

you your student pilot 

cert.

• (AME) Aviation 

Medical Examiner

• (FSDO) Flight 

standatrds district 

office

What can you do?

• Privilege: Act like PIC, 
fly Solo, go on XC, fly 
through Class B!

• Limitations: (FAR61.89) 
CANNOT carry 
passengers, cargo for 
money, cant make any 
money actually, gotta
stay in USA, must 
always be able to see 
solid ground below 
you, must see 3sm day 
and 5sm night, any 
other limits I want!



The Privileges and limits of a PPL

Privelages (FAR 

61.113)

• May act as PIC and 

carry passengers, 

given pro-rata share

• May fly for non profit 

or charity

• +200 hrs of flight time 

allows you to 

become a demo pilot 

for aircraft sales

• Glider tow pilot at 100 

hrs

Limitations 

(FAR61.113)

• Pilot may not carry 

passengers or cargo 

for compensation or 

hire

• Just don’t do 

anything for 

compensation or 

hire…get a CPL first!

Aeronautical Exp. 

(FAR61.109)

• 40 hrs flight time

• 20 hrs with CFI 

covering: 3 hrs XC 

training, 3 hrs Night 

training (10 T/O & 

Lands), 3 hrs basic IR 

flying, 3 hrs training 

within 60 days of 

practical test, 

• 10 hrs solo with 5 hrs

of solo XC







Course Materials

















Federal Aviation Regulations
Student Pilot Limitation 61.89

 A student pilot may not act as pilot in command of an aircraft: 

That is carrying a passenger

That is carrying property for compensation or hire

For compensation or hire

In furtherance of a business

On a international flight

Flight or surface visibility of less than 3sm during daylight hours or 5sm at night

When the flight cannot be make with visual reference to the surface

In a manner contrary to any limitations placed in the pilot’s logbook

 A student pilot may not act as a required pilot flight crewmember on 

any aircraft for which more than one pilot is required.
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91.213 How a pilot must work 

through inoperable equipment for 

legal flight or Special flight Permit.

 Aircraft MEL

 manufacturer required equipiment for flight

 91.205 FAA min. required equipment

 Placard the inoperative

 ** Special flight Permit**


